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LEGISLATIVE WRAP-UP
As an alliance of organizations and people
committed to ensuring every Rhode Islander
has access to a safe, healthy, and affordable
home in a thriving community, the Housing
Network of Rhode Island recognizes the
progress made during the 2026 legislative
session while  acknowledging that many
opportunities to advance meaningful housing
solutions remained unrealized.

During the 2026 legislative session, HNRI
supported policies designed to increase housing
production, reduce barriers to development,
strengthen protections for renters, and ensure
greater housing stability for Rhode Islanders. While
several important measures were enacted and
harmful proposals were successfully defeated,
many policies with the potential to make an impact
on R.I.'s housing crisis did not reach the finish line.

The state's housing shortage and affordability
challenges remain among its most pressing issues,
and this session underscored that there is still
considerable work ahead. Meaningful progress will
require sustained leadership, bold policymaking,
and continued collaboration across a diverse group
of stakeholders.

We are grateful to the advocates, community
organizations, and partners whose engagement and
advocacy helped secure the passage of key
legislation and budget investments this session,
including a $120 million housing bond that voters
will consider this November.

The Housing Network remains committed to
working alongside legislators, state agencies, and
partners during the 2027 legislative session to
advance the policies that ensure every Rhode
Islander has access to a safe, stable, and affordable
place to call home.

Read on for more information about the many
housing-related bills tracked this legislative session. 

The Housing Network of Rhode Island is
grateful for the leadership of K. Joseph
Shekarchi during his tenure as Speaker of the
House.

Under his leadership, nearly 60 housing-
related bills became law over the past five
years, alongside historic state investments in
housing and homelessness prevention. Rhode
Island established its first dedicated funding
stream for affordable housing, banned
discrimination against renters using
government assistance, created the state’s
first Department of Housing led by a cabinet-
level secretary, and made significant progress
toward expanding housing opportunities
across the state.

We thank former Speaker Shekarchi for his
partnership and leadership, and we look
forward to continuing this important work
with Speaker Blazejewski for the benefit of all
Rhode Islanders.

Pictured: Former Speaker K. Joseph Shekarchi
addresses the crowd at the Housing Network of
Rhode Island’s Feb. 5 Legislative Event
announcing our 2026 policy priorities.
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BILLS

TRACKED

* Includes both Senate &
House bills

FY27 Budget

$120 million housing bond
Governor Dan McKee signed a $15.2 
billion Fiscal Year 2027 state budget into
law, which took effect on July 1. The 
spending plan includes a $120 million housing bond, 
to be put before voters in November. The bond seeks to
increase and preserve R.I.’s affordable housing portfolio
through redevelopment, new construction, property
acquisition, and infrastructure improvements. $25 million of
this bond is dedicated to increasing homeownership.

HOUSING-RELATED BILLS

7 9

*

With a $25 million initial investment,  would have established a
state-funded, project-based rental subsidy program for Rhode
Islanders experiencing or at-risk of homelessness, with
extremely low incomes or a permanent disability.

K E Y

POLICY & BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS
2026 Legislative Outcomes
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State-funded rental subsidy
H-7803 | S-2681

Rep. Slater and Sen. Murray
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On March 10, HNRI convened housing advocates,
partner organizations, and elected officials at the
State House to highlight legislation aimed at helping
keep Rhode Islanders stably housed by creating a
new state-funded rental subsidy program.

The proposed subsidy would provide project-based
rental assistance tied to tenants’ incomes, helping
reduce reliance on emergency shelters, improve
housing stability, and maximize federal homeless
assistance resources. While the bills did not pass this
year, we look forward to continued advocacy during
the next legislative session, supporting the
development of deeply affordable rental homes for
people with the greatest needs.

Pictured: Housing advocate Donn King, Crossroads
Rhode Island President & CEO Michelle Wilcox, HNRI’s
Director of Strategic Partnerships Katie West, and
Women’s Development Corporation’s Director of Real
Estate Development, Charlie Thomas-Davison.
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Enables cities 
and towns to 
allow Supportive 
and Functional 
Emergency units 
(“SAFE Units,” 
such as pallet 
shelters) on a temporary basis
during a declaration of an
emergency. This legislation enables
cities and towns to respond quickly
in the event of severe weather
and/or natural or human-made
disasters. 

Affordable housing tax
assessment and valuation
Rep. Slater & Sen. Bissaillon

Would have allowed property owners 
in areas with water and sewer
capacity to subdivide property for
single-family residential development.

Based on feedback 
received by the Land 
Use Commission, 
municipalities, 
developers, planners and 
other advocates, the legislation
clarifies and amends processes, terms,
references, and requirements set
forth in the Zoning Enabling Act, Low-
and Moderate-Income Housing Act,
and Subdivision Act.

Commission to study and review the Condominium Act
HJR-8008-A | SJR-2906-A

Establishes a commission to study potential modernization of and updates
to the state’s Condominium Act, which has not been reviewed or amended
in more than a decade.

Rep. Speakman & Sen. Valverde

SAFE Units

H-8001-A | S-3301

Rep. Shekarchi & Sen. Bissaillon

Would have provided limits on the tax rates 
for the new construction of residential rental
units which include certain percentages of
affordable housing in either new construction
of adaptive reuse projects.

H-8006-A | S-3160

Infill subdivision for
housing

H-8007 | S-3299

Rep. Casey & Sen. Bissaillon

Rep. Craven & Sen. Bissaillon
Technical amendments
H-8004-A | S-3302
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Pictured: Legislators
and housing advocates
joined Foster Forward
and HNRI for a tour of
Foster Forward’s
Melrose II project in
Pawtucket, featuring
an affordable ADU. 

Pictured: Housing Network
of Rhode Island Executive
Director Melina Lodge,
Sen. Lori Urso,
NeighborWorks Blackstone
River Valley (NWBRV)
Director Real Estate 

The Housing Network of Rhode Island hosted
three member development spotlight events this
year, designed to provide state legislators with an
opportunity to see firsthand how nonprofit
housing developers are responding to the need for
safe, healthy, affordable homes in Rhode Island.

These engagements come in a variety of forms,
including development tours with a brief speaking
program; volunteer build days on member
construction sites; “lunch and learn” educational
sessions, and more.

The Network has hosted nine legislator
tours/events across the state since 2024.

Development Bill Lewis, Sen. Melissa Murray, and NWBRV
Executive Director Joe Garlick during a tour of NWBRV’s
Millrace project in Woonsocket on Jan. 16.
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Rep. Giraldo & Sen. Kallman

H-8109 | S-2294

H-7765 | S-2579

S-2121

S-2474

H-7560 | S-2476

H-7559 | S-2893 

Adaptive reuse of
vacant property 

H-8003 | S-3300

Would have allowed the adaptive reuse of
state-owned vacant buildings by right, enabling
the redevelopment of vacant municipal
buildings, including schools, into housing.

Rep. Noret & Sen.  Bissaillon

Establishes maximum parking 
requirements for multifamily 
housing in areas accessible by 
public transit. It follows
initiatives in other states in
reducing parking requirements.

Parking maximums
H-8005 SUB A | S-3303
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Pictured: Housing Network Executive Director Melina Lodge, Chairman Jake Bissaillon and Senator Tiara
Mack, and Brown University HOME Intern Connor Swenson.

Grants tenants that are the victim of
various forms of abuse including, but
not limited to, sexual and domestic
abuse and stalking, the right to
terminate a lease agreement early
without penalty or liability for rent.

Survivor early lease termination
H-7199 SUB A | S-2291 SUB A

Rep. Alzate & Sen. Murray

Rep. Cruz & Sen. Mack
Would have provided for just cause evictions
for residential landlord tenancies. A "just
cause" eviction law means a landlord must have
a specific, legally approved reason to evict a
tenant or refuse to renew a lease.

Just cause evictions

Rep. Stewart & Sen. Bissaillon
Would have increased the notification
time about rent increases and
termination of tenancy for month-to-
month tenants.

Extended notice
requirements

Rollbacks of rental registry
Landlords were
required to
complete an initial
registration for all
rental dwelling
units with the
Rhode Island 
Department of Health by October 1,
2024. The statewide database tracks
active contact details, property
management info, and lead hazard
mitigation conformance for pre-1978
housing.
This series of proposed bills would have
weakened Rhode Island’s rental registry. 

On Feb. 5, the Housing Network held a press conference at the State House to announce our 2026
legislative priorities, which included:

Advancing a $150 million housing bond for affordable housing development
Investing $25 million to create Rhode Island’s first state-funded rental subsidy program
Expanding housing supply with by-right multifamily zoning in priority areas
Modernizing Rhode Island’s condominium laws, and
Advocating for safe, healthy, affordable, and thriving communities 
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