
 
Greetings!

During this season of gratitude, we are immensely thankful for the support of our

partners and fellow advocates who share our vision of a better Rhode Island and

nation. Together, we are committed to creating a society where safety and equal

opportunities for prosperity are accessible to all.

Heading into the final months of the year, we’ve been gearing-up for the next

legislative session, and for the next chapter in the Housing Network (and Homes

RI's) history. We're excited to embark on this journey with you, and look forward

to sharing more details about our next steps very soon. Stay tuned!

Don’t be a stranger - follow us on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter/X for the latest

updates. 

​With gratitude,

-The Housing Network & Homes RI team
(Melina, Katie, Nicole and Niva)
 

Updates from HNRI & Homes RI
 

Deadline at noon
HNRI pens sign-
on letter in
support of
housing bond

The Housing Network
invites your organization to
sign onto a coalition letter
urging Governor McKee to



include a $200 million
affordable housing bond in
the FY 2027 budget.
 
We have crafted the
request to support five
critical initiatives:

Production of deeply
affordable rental
housing (60% AMI
and below)
Preservation of
existing affordable
homes
Homeownership for
low and moderate
income Rhode
Islanders, prioritizing
opportunities for
households earning 80% AMI
Permanent supportive housing 
Housing stability initiatives 

 
As you know, Rhode Island is making progress towards meeting our state's
housing needs - but the scale of need continues to outpace available resources,
especially as federal housing support remains unpredictable and insufficient. This
letter underscores both the structural roots of our housing crisis and the
importance of sustained, bold state investment to maintain momentum.
 
Please sign on to the letter by going to this link and adding your organization
name by noon today (Monday, Nov. 24). 

Thank you in advance for adding your voice and helping demonstrate broad,
statewide support for this next phase of housing investment.



HNRI announces 2026 sponsorship opportunities
Support a shared vision for housing in R.I.

As Rhode Islanders continue to face unprecedented housing challenges,
leadership, collaboration, and long-term vision are more important than ever.
 
This February, the Housing Network of Rhode Island will launch our new
Strategic Plan, charting the course for the next chapter of our collective work to
increase and preserve the supply of high-quality affordable homes across our
state. 
 
We invite you to meet the moment with us by becoming a 2026 Event Sponsor.

Your support fuels coalition-building, advocacy, and systems change—and
connects your organization with the people and partners driving Rhode Island’s
housing solutions forward.
 
Our sponsorship opportunities offer meaningful visibility and engagement
throughout the year, including: ​

Strategic Plan Launch (February 9, 2026) – A celebration of vision,
partnership, and forward progress.
Annual Meeting (June 1, 2026) – Rhode Island's premier event bringing
together leaders across the housing and community development
ecosystem.
Additional recognition in our Year-in-Review report, social media channels,
and at networking events.

Together, we can build momentum, amplify impact, and meet this critical moment
for housing in Rhode Island.

2026 Sponsorship Opportunities



HOUSING NETWORK OF RHODE ISLAND'S

2026 SPONSORSHIP LEVELS & BENEFITS

ANNUAL MEETING

•

(JUNE 1, 2026)

Full-page program book
color ad (5"x 8")

Logo on tabletop display
8 tickets to event

Social media spotlight
Banner recognition

CHAMPION
$2,500

ANNUAL PRESENTING

$5,000

ANNUAL MEETING

STRATEGIC PLAN LAUNCH

Full-page program book color

ad (5" x 8")

Logo on tabletop display
8 tickets to event

Social media spotlight

Banner recognition

INNOVATOR

$1,000

ANNUAL MEETING

Full-page program book color ad
(5"x 8")
Logo on tabletop display
4 tickets to event

Social media spotlight

(FEBRUARY 9, 2026)

Inclusion in program

Logo on tabletop display
2 tickets to event

Social media spotlight

Logo on slideshow display

Boost

your

support!*

*Boost-level

sponsorships must be

committed to by
January 9, 2026

ADDITIONAL

BENEFITS

Listing on our website
Inclusion in our 2026 Year-

In-Review report

Recognition at networking
events

CHAMPION-BOOST

$3,500

You'll receive all of the benefits of

being a Champion, plus:

STRAT PLAN LAUNCH

Inclusion in program

Logo on tabletop display
2 tickets to event

Social media recognition

Logo on slideshow display

INNOVATOR-BOOST

$1,500

You'll receive all of the benefits of

being an Innovator, plus:

STRAT PLAN LAUNCH

Inclusion in program

Logo on tabletop display
Ticket to event

Social media recognition
Logo on digital slideshow display



2026 Sponsorship Opportunities



Work with us

The Housing Network is hiring a Cross-Sector Systems Lead. Click the link below
for the full job description and details on how to apply.

Job Opportunity: Cross-Sector Systems Lead



HNRI honored with 2025 Hope Award

The Housing Network and our Executive Director, Melina Lodge, were honored to
be recognized with a Rhode Island Hope Award by United Way of Rhode Island
and the Alliance for Nonprofit Impact this month.

We are grateful to Speaker Joe Shekarchi for his thoughtful nomination, and for
uplifting Melina, not just for the work she and HNRI are currently doing, but for
"the work that she [did] 10 years ago" to start a narrative about how important it is
for our state to invest in affordable housing.

It was an honor to be recognized alongside many fellow nonprofits and volunteers
who are so committed to making a better Rhode Island.

Watch the Awards Ceremony

Stay up-to-date and get involved

Sign up for the Homes RI Weekly Digest

Every Friday, we share an update in the Homes RI Google Group that includes
the most recent housing headlines, hiring updates from our partners, local
meetings with housing on the agenda, upcoming events/trainings, resources and
more. We also invite our partners to share relevant updates to the group directly.

To join our Google Group, send an email to our Communications Manager,
Nicole, at ndotzenrod@housingnetworkri.org.

Join us for our next Monthly Policy/Advocacy Call

The Homes RI Coalition meets on Zoom every month for a Policy/Advocacy call -



an update on our ongoing advocacy efforts, policy priorities and partner updates.

Please consider joining us for our next call on Dec. 3! Register here. Please note
that this is not our regularly-scheduled monthly call, but rather an ad hoc
informational meeting with the Executive Office of Housing.

 

What's happening with the Feds?
 

R.I.'s providers warn that new federal policy will
exacerbate homelessness

​On Friday, Nov. 21, members of the Housing Network and our partners in Rhode
Island’s homelessness and housing service community joined Crossroads Rhode
Island to raise urgent concerns about the newly released FY 2025 Continuum of
Care (CoC) NOFO.

This funding notice would upend decades of federal policy that has ensured that
people experiencing homelessness have access to affordable housing and
supportive services. 

On Friday, Nov. 21, homelessness and housing providers met at the Harold Lewis House in West Warwick,
led by Crossroads RI, to sound the alarm about the CoC NOFO and its potential consequences. From left:
Michelle Wilcox, President & CEO, Crossroads Rhode Island; Lisa Guillette, Executive Director, Foster
Forward Rhode Island; Benjamin Lessing, CEO, Community Care Alliance; Vanessa Volz, Executive
Director, Sojourner House; Laura Jaworski, Executive Director, House of Hope CDC; Nick Horton, Co-
Executive Director, Open Doors RI; Melina Lodge, Executive Director, Housing Network Rhode Island; and
Eileen Hayes, Executive Director, Amos House.

For years, localities have had the freedom to determine how best to split CoC



funds between permanent supportive housing and temporary housing. This
system, which has bipartisan support, has helped to reduce homelessness and
contribute to better long-term outcomes for employment, mental health and school
attendance. They also improve safety, help grow local economies, and lower
costs by reducing burdens on emergency rooms, shelters and jails – helping to
create thriving communities.

The funding notice will limit the amount of funds communities can use for existing
supportive housing properties to just 30 percent.

This move would result in more than 1,000 Rhode Islanders losing their housing,
in addition to straining housing providers and putting public and private investment
dollars at risk. 

As HNRI's Executive Director Melina Lodge said, “These changes proposed in
this NOFO will not only strip families of the supports that are keeping them stably
housed – very likely pushing many families back into homelessness – but will also
limit the resources that help people transition out of homelessness in the first
place. It threatens to perpetuate the very cycle we have been working so hard to
break.

This NOFO tears at the fabric of proven programs and the organizations that
stitch together our complex housing system – an ecosystem that countless Rhode
Islanders depend on for stability and dignity."

 

What's going on in Rhode Island?
 

Statewide home



repair program
launches

The Housing Network was
pleased to join partners
and state leaders this
month to celebrate the
launch of Rhode Island's
new Statewide Home
Repair Program - made
possible by the recent
housing bond - to help
homeowners make the
necessary repairs to stay
in their homes and
communities.

Rhode Island program will pay for necessary
home repairs

Qualifying Rhode Islanders can apply for the state's home repair
program starting on Nov. 15.

Read More

 



Help sustain our advocacy efforts
 

 
The Housing Network of Rhode Island (HNRI) is a statewide association of community development
corporations and affordable housing developers working to build and preserve affordable homes and
revitalize communities. Their wide array of activities—including real estate development, financial asset
building, housing counseling, resident empowerment, and engagement, and much more–creates tangible
community change and transforms the lives of Rhode Islanders. 

Homes RI is a multi-sector coalition of organizations working together to increase the supply of safe, healthy
and affordable homes throughout Rhode Island and is coordinated by the Housing Network of Rhode Island. 

 
 

 
www.housingnetworkri.org
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