
 
Greetings!

As the weather turns colder and the leaves start to fall, we're reminded of the

stark reality that many Rhode Islanders are preparing to enter the winter months

without safe, adequate shelter. Many others are confronting the fact that, with

SNAP benefits set to lapse in a few days, they'll be struggling to put food on the

table - or forced to make impossible choices between food, housing, health care

and other necessities. These truths are difficult, but necessary, to acknowledge.

We remain deeply grateful for our partners who are working tirelessly towards

solutions to these challenges. We hope you're able to find respite through these

difficult times, and that you find moments of peace as we turn the page to

November.

Thank you, as always, to the advocates standing with us, fighting for a better

Rhode Island. You inspire us every day.

Scroll on for an update on this month's housing news, resources and much more.

Be sure to follow us on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter/X for the latest updates. 

​Thank you for your continued partnership,

-The Housing Network & Homes RI team
(Melina, Katie, Nicole and Niva)
 

What's happening with the Feds?
 

Funding for SNAP set to lapse
as government shutdown
continues

https://www.instagram.com/homes.ri/
https://www.facebook.com/homesri.org
https://twitter.com/homesRI_
https://dhs.ri.gov/programs-and-services/supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program-snap/supplemental-nutrition-hold
https://stdidhousingworksriprod.blob.core.windows.net/housingworksri/documents/Housing-Fact-Books/HWRI_HFB25.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GAr8h7M97ktFsF5bY2R_yLE-wPLZ0bgX/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GAr8h7M97ktFsF5bY2R_yLE-wPLZ0bgX/view?usp=drive_link
https://capitoltvri.cablecast.tv/show/11564?site=1
https://ecori.org/ripta-bus-service-cuts-could-disproportionately-affect-affordable-housing-residents/
https://homesri.org/news-and-events/press
https://nlihc.org/resource/now-available-our-homes-our-votes-2025-best-practices-report
https://givebutter.com/supporthomes
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=862c77fd-6a90-4ed4-9ff5-160574e7f3ef


As the federal government remains shut down,
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) benefits are expected to lapse
nationwide on Nov. 1, leaving millions of
vulnerable Americans - one in eight people - at
risk.

This week, Gov. Dan McKee declared a State of
Emergency in Rhode Island, deploying up to $6 million in payments for families
with children, directing $200,000 in emergency food bank support, and launching
a statewide call to action to help keep Rhode Islanders fed.

PRESS RELEASE: Governor McKee acts to support Rhode Islanders
facing food insecurity amid President Trump’s SNAP funding freeze

Related Resources & Information

The Governor announced the launch of a new online hub for SNAP updates
during the shutdown. To access resources, donate, and find additional support,
please visit the link below.

SNAP
resources

The Rhode Island Foundation has earmarked $1 million in emergency grants to
help feed people until the federal funding is unlocked.

The Foundation will send $200,000 to the Rhode Island Community Food Bank
immediately to help ramp up the food supply to its network of more than 100 food
pantries and meal sites. The remaining $800,000 will be distributed to nonprofits
directly by the Foundation through its Community Partner Resilience Fund.

Donate to support the
effort

https://governor.ri.gov/press-releases/governor-mckee-acts-support-rhode-islanders-facing-food-insecurity-amid-president
https://governor.ri.gov/press-releases/governor-mckee-acts-support-rhode-islanders-facing-food-insecurity-amid-president
https://dhs.ri.gov/programs-and-services/supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program-snap/supplemental-nutrition-hold
https://rif.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create/fund?funit_id=8623


Sweeping changes from HUD will leave millions
homeless

Drafts of unpublished rules obtained by ProPublica detail plans that would open
the door to full-time work requirements, two-year limits on living in federally
supported housing and stripping aid from families if one household member is in
the country illegally.

This news comes at the heels of HUD's unexpected issuance of the FY2025
Continuum of Care (CoC) Builds Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO). The CoC
aims to end homelessness by providing funding for efforts by nonprofit providers
and state and local governments.

https://www.propublica.org/article/trump-housing-reforms-aid-hud-immigration-homelessness
https://endhomelessness.org/blog/ceo-corner-week-of-september-9/


Due to the requirements in this NOFO, many organizations will be ineligible for
funding, since they cannot answer yes to all questions, among them:

An applicant must currently provide and require participation in full-time and
on-site supportive services. Further, the applicant does not and will not
engage in any “harm reduction” approaches associated with substance use.

The city, county, or state in which the project will be located must:

Prohibit public illicit drug use
Prohibit public camping
Cooperate with federal immigration enforcement
An applicant does not and will not promote ‘racial preferences’ or the ‘sex
binary in humans.’

Additional proposed changes to the CoC include capping funding for permanent
housing (like Permanent Supportive Housing and Rapid Re-housing) at 30% of
the total CoC grant. 

CALL TO ACTION: ACT NOW: Hold HUD Accountable and Protect
CoC Program Funding

 

What's going on in Rhode Island?
 

HousingWorks RI releases
2025 Housing Fact Book

HousingWorks RI at Roger Williams
University has released its 2025 Housing
Fact Book, an annual publication outlining
housing affordability data across R.I.

Last year's Fact Book revealed that, for the
first time, Rhode Islanders required an
income of more than $100,000 to affordably
buy a home in every municipality statewide.

While that continues to be the case, this year it is now also true that renting—for
the first time—requires an income that exceeds the renter median income
($48,434) to affordably rent in every municipality.

The lowest calculated income required to affordably buy is $128,635 in
Pawtucket. The lowest income to affordably rent the average-priced 2-bedroom
apartment, including utilities, is $60,320; this figure exceeds the median renter
income by nearly $12,000.

Access the 2025 Housing Fact

https://endhomelessness.org/blog/ceo-corner-week-of-september-29/
https://endhomelessness.org/action/act-now-hold-hud-accountable-and-protect-coc-program-funding/
https://stdidhousingworksriprod.blob.core.windows.net/housingworksri/documents/Housing-Fact-Books/HWRI_HFB25.pdf


Book

Coordinated Entry System shifts
to Regional Access Points

On Oct. 1, Rhode Island began rolling out a
planned shift to its homelessness response
system, transitioning from the Coordinated Entry
System to Regional Access Points (RAPs).

Now, individuals in Rhode Island seeking shelter placement will no longer rely on
a single statewide hotline (calling CES Help Center) for shelter access. Instead,
Regional Access Points serve as hubs for shelter referrals, housing problem-
solving and crisis response services.





Learn more about Regional Access
Points

First round of housing
bond funds available

This month, Gov. Dan McKee and the
Executive Office of Housing held a
press conference announcing the first
wave of housing bond programs.

https://housing.ri.gov/resources/individuals-experiencing-homelessness


Watch the press
conference

Read the press
release

Applications are now open for the Housing 2030 Infrastructure Program, which
provides up to $8 million for municipalities and developers to offset the cost of
essential infrastructure. Applications are also open for the Housing 2030
Municipal Planning Program, which provides up to $1 million to assist
municipalities with architectural and engineering work to advance strategic
housing development projects aligned with Housing 2030 goals.

A One-Stop Application process opened through RIHousing, making available an
additional $66 million in housing bond funds alongside other state and federal
housing resources. The One-Stop Application includes:

Housing 2030 Permanent Supportive Housing Program – up to $12 million
to support a new set-aside for the development of small-scale permanent
supportive housing with wraparound services for households needing
additional support to maintain stable housing.
Housing 2030 Small Scale Program – up to $12 million to support a new
set-aside for the development of new affordable rental housing between 5
and 30 units in rural, smaller, and infill communities where traditional
financing is limited.
Housing 2030 Affordable Rental Housing New Development Program – up
to $27 million to extend a flexible funding program focused on supporting the
production of new affordable rental developments.
 Housing 2030 Preservation Program – up to $10 million ($5 million from the
2024 bond from the Executive Office of Housing, which is matched by $5
million in non-bond funding from RIHousing Affordable Trust) to preserve
and rehabilitate existing affordable housing nearing the end of its
affordability period.
Housing 2030 Acquisition and Revitalization Program – $10 million to
redevelop foreclosed, blighted, or vacant properties, helping to stabilize
neighborhoods and strengthen local economies.

The Rhode Island Executive Office of Housing has also released a Request for
Proposals (RFP) seeking a qualified partner to administer the Site Acquisition
Fund, a new revolving loan program that will help nonprofit developers acquire
properties for affordable and supportive housing across Rhode Island. Proposals
must be submitted by November 19, 2025.

Catch up on this month's commission hearings

Click the links below to watch the latest state commission hearings:

Special Legislative Commission to Study
and Provide Recommendations for the
Creation of a Statewide Whole-Home

Repairs Program: 10-6-2025

Special Legislative Commission to Study
the Entire Area of Land Use, Preservation,

Development, Housing, Environment, &
Regulation: 10-7-2025

Special Legislative Commission to Study Housing Affordability: 10-16-2025

Special Legislative Commission to Study and Provide Recommendations for the Creation of
a Statewide Whole-Home Repairs Program: 10-27-2025

https://capitoltvri.cablecast.tv/show/11564?site=1
https://governor.ri.gov/press-releases/governor-mckee-launches-first-wave-housing-bond-programs
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://zk8ngbyab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HutJfz58bSVwh25rZD8r42I_J19sj9OjuvPYarJJNy_z37XrYOX-AZbRiLXQqtwSK0GEx7I75U9onTZxjxhjls99dcs4YyE_3oaz7pzCBXrMu6y_o8kIC7ChfYzzrk490vcgttZHcIV4KDQxKCdbGWiXbylruUQhBGC9uiIqJUPt9KL2TuRdgQfbDDRDutAiOCUru0T5NiXBXWWoPFEK8cfht6fWUTzSFJk4E_cibOCaG_XdBX7q_w4yR3mF15Yv&c=e4sZc4qu435IMYDLZpKZhHgKCn3qhyghAm3pYw4akM4cIYaJLjrKgg==&ch=fyBrOU77afLJY6267_n2i5YO9WFfGXII3CTSUai3FHSGivyjzY0woQ==__;!!KKphUJtCzQ!Pi1j8YD_OCNhdNSJsJ_kwNZwGhkOwbNuOi8ot5oV3mHJvCHmLScT4xEIajL7EmjKjMW5p2p_JHRgDFqx7jFOcqeQdCj2xuE-8m71N9VG-hCu$
https://gn.ecivis.com/GO/gn_redir/T/gvvdvkqo7u8u/IFRAME/true
https://osa.rihousing.com/signin?ReturnUrl=%2Fprojects
https://ridop.ri.gov/vendors/bidding-opportunities
https://capitoltvri.cablecast.tv/show/11551?site=1
https://capitoltvri.cablecast.tv/show/11553?site=1
https://capitoltvri.cablecast.tv/show/11556?site=1
https://capitoltvri.cablecast.tv/show/11572?site=1


Exploring the disproportionate impact of RIPTA
service cuts on affordable housing residents

Cuts to the Rhode Island Public Transit Authority are adversely impacting Rhode
Islanders across the state. In this article featuring HNRI's executive director
Melina Lodge, Colleen Cronin takes a deeper dive into the impact on residents of
affordable housing, and what these cuts may mean for future affording housing
projects.

https://ecori.org/ripta-bus-service-cuts-could-disproportionately-affect-affordable-housing-residents/


 

Updates from HNRI & Homes RI
 

Voices from the Village: A Breakfast Briefing
Housing Network, House of Hope CDC host legislative
enagagement

On Wednesday, Oct. 29, the Housing Network had the pleasure of hosting our
6th legislative engagement – an opportunity for state and local elected leaders to
see firsthand how our nonprofit members are making an impact across Rhode
Island.

This time, the spotlight was on House of Hope CDC and ECHO Village, an
innovative shelter model offering a safe, private and supportive environment for
individuals experiencing homelessness.

We appreciate House of Hope for taking the time to share reflections and stories
from ECHO’s first eight months, and highlighting potential opportunities to build on
the success of this initiative.

Special thanks to Senators Mark McKenney, Jacob Bissaillon, Tiara Mack and
Jessica de la Cruz; Representatives Karen Alzate and Matt Dawson; and Warwick
City Councilor Bill Muto for joining us!

Turning Renters into Voters: Lessons

https://www.facebook.com/hohcdc?__cft__[0]=AZXGecbqIH9CZ1M0bOk_IHGiA6BGm1JMXBZpAaoIZg8a5NK9qVqdoYpnzek7kMBCLZ787_kTqkPySlvnUyfr8EWN1cjmP3d-tckHQlKyEfIlc4MyCT05unAwxgrBjT6bIEO1BsTni4k6X4syazrgQ5Vn2VXATZ1DlEqadld5idgQTz74nsuSjtn0q0vUDbaKMIM&__tn__=-]K-R
https://thehouseofhopecdc.org/echo-village/
https://www.facebook.com/hohcdc?__cft__[0]=AZXGecbqIH9CZ1M0bOk_IHGiA6BGm1JMXBZpAaoIZg8a5NK9qVqdoYpnzek7kMBCLZ787_kTqkPySlvnUyfr8EWN1cjmP3d-tckHQlKyEfIlc4MyCT05unAwxgrBjT6bIEO1BsTni4k6X4syazrgQ5Vn2VXATZ1DlEqadld5idgQTz74nsuSjtn0q0vUDbaKMIM&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/McKenney4Senate?__cft__[0]=AZXGecbqIH9CZ1M0bOk_IHGiA6BGm1JMXBZpAaoIZg8a5NK9qVqdoYpnzek7kMBCLZ787_kTqkPySlvnUyfr8EWN1cjmP3d-tckHQlKyEfIlc4MyCT05unAwxgrBjT6bIEO1BsTni4k6X4syazrgQ5Vn2VXATZ1DlEqadld5idgQTz74nsuSjtn0q0vUDbaKMIM&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/JakeforRI?__cft__[0]=AZXGecbqIH9CZ1M0bOk_IHGiA6BGm1JMXBZpAaoIZg8a5NK9qVqdoYpnzek7kMBCLZ787_kTqkPySlvnUyfr8EWN1cjmP3d-tckHQlKyEfIlc4MyCT05unAwxgrBjT6bIEO1BsTni4k6X4syazrgQ5Vn2VXATZ1DlEqadld5idgQTz74nsuSjtn0q0vUDbaKMIM&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/MackDistrict6?__cft__[0]=AZXGecbqIH9CZ1M0bOk_IHGiA6BGm1JMXBZpAaoIZg8a5NK9qVqdoYpnzek7kMBCLZ787_kTqkPySlvnUyfr8EWN1cjmP3d-tckHQlKyEfIlc4MyCT05unAwxgrBjT6bIEO1BsTni4k6X4syazrgQ5Vn2VXATZ1DlEqadld5idgQTz74nsuSjtn0q0vUDbaKMIM&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/SenatorJessicadelaCruz?__cft__[0]=AZXGecbqIH9CZ1M0bOk_IHGiA6BGm1JMXBZpAaoIZg8a5NK9qVqdoYpnzek7kMBCLZ787_kTqkPySlvnUyfr8EWN1cjmP3d-tckHQlKyEfIlc4MyCT05unAwxgrBjT6bIEO1BsTni4k6X4syazrgQ5Vn2VXATZ1DlEqadld5idgQTz74nsuSjtn0q0vUDbaKMIM&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/KarenDistrict60?__cft__[0]=AZXGecbqIH9CZ1M0bOk_IHGiA6BGm1JMXBZpAaoIZg8a5NK9qVqdoYpnzek7kMBCLZ787_kTqkPySlvnUyfr8EWN1cjmP3d-tckHQlKyEfIlc4MyCT05unAwxgrBjT6bIEO1BsTni4k6X4syazrgQ5Vn2VXATZ1DlEqadld5idgQTz74nsuSjtn0q0vUDbaKMIM&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/Mattforep?__cft__[0]=AZXGecbqIH9CZ1M0bOk_IHGiA6BGm1JMXBZpAaoIZg8a5NK9qVqdoYpnzek7kMBCLZ787_kTqkPySlvnUyfr8EWN1cjmP3d-tckHQlKyEfIlc4MyCT05unAwxgrBjT6bIEO1BsTni4k6X4syazrgQ5Vn2VXATZ1DlEqadld5idgQTz74nsuSjtn0q0vUDbaKMIM&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61563468410551&__cft__[0]=AZXGecbqIH9CZ1M0bOk_IHGiA6BGm1JMXBZpAaoIZg8a5NK9qVqdoYpnzek7kMBCLZ787_kTqkPySlvnUyfr8EWN1cjmP3d-tckHQlKyEfIlc4MyCT05unAwxgrBjT6bIEO1BsTni4k6X4syazrgQ5Vn2VXATZ1DlEqadld5idgQTz74nsuSjtn0q0vUDbaKMIM&__tn__=-]K-R


in Engaging Low-Income
Communities

The National Low Income Housing Coalition's Pilot
Communities initiative seeks to strengthen engagement
with low-income renters throughout the electoral
process, foster partnerships with subsidized housing
providers, and assess the impact of nonpartisan voter
engagement.

We are honored to be featured in the NLIHC's recent publication, Turning Renters
into Voters: Lessons in Engaging Low-Income Communities, a best practice
report that summarizes the work of pilot partners and offers actionable insights for
housing and homelessness organizations to increase voter turnout.

Stay up-to-date and get involved

Sign up for the Homes RI Weekly Digest

Every Friday, we share an update in the Homes RI Google Group that includes
the most recent housing headlines, hiring updates from our partners, local
meetings with housing on the agenda, upcoming events/trainings, resources and
more. We also invite our partners to share relevant updates to the group directly.

To join our Google Group, send an email to our Communications Manager,
Nicole, at ndotzenrod@housingnetworkri.org.

Join us for our next Monthly Policy/Advocacy Call

The Homes RI Coalition meets on Zoom every month for a Policy/Advocacy call -
an update on our ongoing advocacy efforts, policy priorities and partner updates.

Please consider joining us for our next call on Nov. 19! Register here.

 

Help sustain our advocacy efforts
 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-low-income-housing-coalition/
https://nlihc.org/resource/now-available-our-homes-our-votes-2025-best-practices-report
mailto:ndotzenrod@housingnetworkri.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqfuisrTosGNfBbrTbVDU7Hq5vYldmdgwp


 
The Housing Network of Rhode Island (HNRI) is a statewide association of community development
corporations and affordable housing developers working to build and preserve affordable homes and
revitalize communities. Their wide array of activities—including real estate development, financial asset
building, housing counseling, resident empowerment, and engagement, and much more–creates tangible
community change and transforms the lives of Rhode Islanders. 

Homes RI is a multi-sector coalition of organizations working together to increase the supply of safe, healthy
and affordable homes throughout Rhode Island and is coordinated by the Housing Network of Rhode Island. 

 
 

 
www.housingnetworkri.org
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