
 
Greetings!

As the summer comes to a close, we've been reflecting on the housing wins of

we've accomplished together so far this year. We're filled with gratitude to stand

beside such dedicated pro-homes champions like yourself as we advocate for

safe, affordable homes across the Ocean State.

The change of seasons brings a fresh chapter - and with it, new opportunities to

create a better future for Rhode Island. Thank you for being with us on this

journey, through the good and the trying times (we get by with a little help from

our friends!)

Scroll on for an update on this month's housing news, resources, upcoming

events and much more. Be sure to follow us on Instagram, Facebook and

Twitter/X for the latest updates. 

Thank you for your continued partnership,

-The Housing Network & Homes RI team
(Melina, Katie, Nicole and Niva)
 

Updates from Housing Network of Rhode
Island & Homes RI

 
Thank you for your support
Celebrating housing wins at our End-of-Summer
Soirée

We are deeply grateful to everyone who gathered with us earlier this month at
Iggy's for our 2025 End of Summer Soirée. It was a wonderful night of connection,
reflection, and celebration, honoring the collaborative efforts that led to this year’s



housing policy achievements and recommitting to our shared vision for the future.
 
We’re so thankful to those who generously contributed in support of our work.
Your partnership helps us continue advocating for what we all believe in: that
every Rhode Islander deserves a safe, healthy, and affordable place to call home
in a thriving, inclusive community.
 
Thank you again for being part of this movement. We’re proud to work alongside
you.

View more event photos on
Facebook

Read our 2025 Legislative
Wrap-Up

Donate to support our
work

Webinar
Understanding 2025 land use legislation

On Sept. 4, we hosted an informative webinar alongside Attorney Joelle Rocha,
focused on Rhode Island's new land use legislation. The session covered ten bills
that were passed this session as part of Speaker Shekarchi's housing package.



We were glad to see more than 140 attendees join the call, including partners
from half of R.I.’s cities and towns, representatives of our federal delegation and
General Assembly, members of state agencies and departments, and others in
the housing field. In case you missed it, you can watch the recording below.

Stay up-to-date and get involved with Homes RI

Sign up for the Homes RI Weekly Digest

Every Friday, we share an update in the Homes RI Google Group that includes
the most recent housing headlines, hiring updates from our partners, local
meetings with housing on the agenda, upcoming events/trainings, resources and
more. We also invite our partners to share relevant updates to the group directly.

To join our Google Group, send an email to our Communications Manager,
Nicole, at ndotzenrod@housingnetworkri.org.

Join us for our next Monthly Policy/Advocacy Call

The Homes RI Coalition meets on Zoom every month for a Policy/Advocacy call -
an update on our ongoing advocacy efforts, policy priorities and partner updates.
Please consider joining us for our next call on Oct. 22! Register here.

 

What's going on in Rhode Island?
 



Changes coming to CES on Oct.
1

Governor Dan McKee recently announced planned
changes to the Coordinated Entry System (CES),
the process used to provide housing and support
services for individuals facing a housing crisis.

As early as Oct. 1, individuals in Rhode Island seeking shelter placement will no
longer rely on a single statewide hotline (calling CES Help Center) for shelter
access. Instead, Regional Access Points will serve as one-stop walk-in hubs for
shelter referrals, housing problem-solving, and crisis response services. These
Regional Access points have been identified as Community Care Alliance in
Woonsocket, Crossroads RI in Providence, Newport Mental Health, Open Doors
in Pawtucket, WARM in Westerly, and Sojourner House for those fleeing
domestic violence.

CES, operated by the Coalition to End Homelessness, will still be the lead for
housing referrals and placements in the State, and the Coalition will continue
operating HMIS with no changes outside of the CES for shelter transition.

We will share more information regarding this change as soon as it becomes
available.

Read the Governor's press release

Catch up on this month's commission hearings

Click the links below to watch the latest state commission hearings:

Special Legislative
Commission to Study the
Entire Area of Land Use,
Preservation, Development,
Housing, Environment, and
Regulation: 9-4-2025

Special Legislative
Commission to Study and
Provide Recommendations
for the Creation of a
Statewide Whole-Home
Repairs Program: 9-16-2025

Special Legislative
Commission to Study
Housing Affordability: 9-18-
2025



 

Newly released housing reports

Rhode Island Survey Initiative

The The Rhode Island Survey
Initiative (RISI) is led by the University
of Rhode Island’s Harrington School
for Communication and Media; the
Social Science Institute for Research,
Education, and Policy; and the
Department of Political Science. 

The third annual edition (2025) of the
Rhode Island survey focuses mainly
on housing, with additional questions
on current events, policy, public trust,
media usage, and more.

Providence Housing Crisis
Task Force 2025 Report



In March 2023, the Providence City
Council created the Housing Crisis
Task Force to take a close and
honest look at the city's housing
challenges. ​

The 2025 report builds on the
foundation laid by the city’s newly
adopted Comprehensive Plan and
proposes a bold set of policies to
protect tenants, expand housing
options, increase affordability, and
reduce homelessness. 

 

What's happening with the Feds?
 

R.I. nonprofit joins new lawsuit challenging Trump-
Vance Administration’s targeted punishment of
applicants for federal housing funding

The National Alliance to End Homelessness and Women's Development
Corporation have filed a lawsuit, along with a motion for a temporary restraining
order, against the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
and HUD Secretary Scott Turner.

The suit challenges new funding restrictions that unlawfully condition access to
federal housing grants on compliance with the Trump-Vance administration's
partisan agenda. Plaintiffs are represented by Democracy Forward, National
Homelessness Law Center, Lawyer's Committee for Rhode Island, and ACLU
Foundation of Rhode Island.



Read the press release Read the court filing

 

Events & trainings
 

Upcoming events

Sept. 29 - The Economic Progress Institute’s
14th Annual Policy & Budget Conference.
Purchase tickets.
Oct. 5-7 - People & Places Conference in
Washington, D.C., hosted by the Community
Opportunity Alliance. Register.
Oct. 9 - Crossroads RI will host Neighbors
Helping Neighbors, a fundraiser and
exclusive first look at the new Summer Street Apartments. Purchase tickets.
Oct. 16 - Common Cause Rhode Island’s 2025 Champions of Democracy
Celebration and Annual Meeting. Purchase tickets.

Training opportunities

Oct. 30-Feb. 26 - Course/certification: Fundamentals of Construction
Management

 

Funding opportunities & RFPs
 

Residential Real Estate Appraisal Firms | Due Sept. 26 | View RFP
Legal Services (Eviction and Foreclosure) | Due Sept. 26 | View RFP
CDBG-PY24 Affordable Housing | Due Dec. 31 | View RFP
CDBG-PY24 Housing Rehab | Due Dec. 31 | View RFP

 

Help sustain our advocacy efforts
 



 
The Housing Network of Rhode Island (HNRI) is a statewide association of community development
corporations and affordable housing developers working to build and preserve affordable homes and
revitalize communities. Their wide array of activities—including real estate development, financial asset
building, housing counseling, resident empowerment, and engagement, and much more–creates tangible
community change and transforms the lives of Rhode Islanders. 

Homes RI is a multi-sector coalition of organizations working together to increase the supply of safe, healthy
and affordable homes throughout Rhode Island and is coordinated by the Housing Network of Rhode Island. 

 
 

 
www.housingnetworkri.org
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