HOUSING NETWORK @ HUMES RI

AUGUST
NEWSLETTER

Greetings!
We have something of a new look.

You see, up until now, we've been sending two separate updates: a monthly
bulletin to our Housing Network of Rhode Island members, and a monthly
newsletter to our Homes RI partners. Well, that was getting a bit redundant -
welcome to the first edition of our combined monthly newsletter!

This summer, we've been taking time to reflect on this year’s legislative session,
and the resulting successes. ICYMI, our 2025 Legislative Wrap-Up is now
available! Check it out for an overview of new housing-related legislation and
budget provisions approved by the General Assembly this year.

Don’t forget toregister for our End of Summer Soirée (Sept. 15 at Iggy’s, 5:30
p.m.) - we’re excited to celebrate this year’s housing wins and look forward to the
future together. We hope you’ll join us!

P..S. - planners, housing developers and municipal leaders are invited to join us
for a 90-minute webinar on Sept. 4 with Attorney Joelle Rocha, offering a
comprehensive overview of 10 key land use bills passed during the 2025 Rhode
Island General Assembly session. Register here.

Thanks for sticking with us as we make some necessary shifts (I know Rhode
Islanders can be somewhat resistant to change!). We remain steadfast in our
mission to ensure R.l. is a place where everyone can afford a safe and healthy
home in a thriving community.

-The Housing Network & Homes RI team
(Melina, Katie, Nicole and Niva)

Updates from HNRI & Homes RI



https://homesri.org/our-work/legislative-agenda
https://givebutter.com/SummerSoireeHNRI
https://givebutter.com/SummerSoireeHNRI
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_BpGIKcSqTqqgzOrYAsziZw?fbclid=IwY2xjawMSulhleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF0M3BnaFJKSld0QnZ2R0xDAR5H617WkaUW5n9nk7IjYomtz0TjxevONtwSVTDAbgHmMKZYI9SzpYuu5e-xDA_aem_lMvEgFoHyjoRP8J4HZCyRA#/registration
https://homesri.org/our-work/legislative-agenda
https://homesri.org/our-work/legislative-agenda
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_BpGIKcSqTqqgzOrYAsziZw
https://givebutter.com/SummerSoireeHNRI
https://homesri.org/news-and-events/press
https://housingnothandcuffs.org/2025/08/11/hnhnews/
https://www.providencejournal.com/story/news/politics/2025/08/14/trumps-executive-order-on-homelessness-will-have-impacts-in-ri/85625123007/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=4201f6a3-b5c1-4dcc-a828-e32ed2a6af44

New Report!
Check out our 2025 Legislative Wrap-Up

We are pleased to share the official Housing Network of Rhode Island and Homes
Rl Leqislative Wrap-Up, our annual review of the most recent legislative session
and the housing policies we championed; along with the housing and
homelessness-related provisions included in the state's FY26 budget.
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LEGISLATIVE WRAP-UP

Overview

As an organization dedicated to increasing the
supply of safe, healthy and affordable homes, we
are encouraged to see continued commitment from
the General Assembly to address our state's
housing needs.

Throughout the 2025 legislative session, the
Housing Network of Rhode Island and Homes RI
championed a slate of bills aimed at expanding
housing production, streamlining development
processes, strengthening tenant protections, and
improving housing stability.

These wins, combined with key homelessness
initiatives included in the FY26 state budget, are
important steps forward as Rhode Island seeks to
address its housing crisis.

We are deeply grateful to the many community
partners whose advocacy efforts helped
successfully pass these key policies and budget
provisions this legislative session.

Our top five housing
wins from the 2025
legislative session

Standardized tax
assessments

Speaker Shekarchl's
housing package

impioned H-5801/5-1088 to
encouray lw.ned!ludlb\bhuww,dw-'\upmelvlduuu
Rhode Island.

Details

The Housing Network and Homes R

reaffirmed our policy unormr» durlng

3 Leg\s\atwe Event at the

witt hmovc than 60

People in akendance.
We look forward to working alongside legislators,
state agencies and community stakeholders in the
2026 legislative session to continue to make Rhode
Island a place where all its residents have access to
safe, decent affordable housing.

Read on for more in-depth information about the many
housing-related bills tracked this legislative session.

Budget provisions for
housing and homelessness

Housing and Conservation
Trust Fund

H-5310/5-711 restructures and revives the Rhode Island
ousing and Conservation T
with the Rhode Island Land Trust Council,
5 Immigration status
protections

/federal laws or regulations,
information or proof of identity.
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We took a formal
position on

156

90+

partners & supporters

of 224+

housing-related news
stories tracked

12

press releases and open letters by
HNRI and Homes RI

23

news stories mentioning
HNRI and Homes RI

bills tracked

We provided oral or written

testimony on

B action alert
h%teﬂg,’;sshﬁ'f"’"d emails shared

news stories mentioning
HNRI and Homes RI partners

TO LEARN MORE & JOIN OUR CAUSI

Scan for the full list of Katie West. Director of Strategic Initi

housing bills we tracked

during th ; d kwest@housingnetworkri.org

CUring the Sess'on an FORPRESS INQUIRIES:
links to our written Nicole D\ ications Manager
testimony documents:  [5] ndomnrod@houslmmmoml.org

The Housing Network of Rhode Island is the state’'s membership
organization for agencies committed to the development of
affordable housing and vibrant communities. The Housing Network
serves as the backbone organization for Homes RI, a coalition of
organizations working together to increase and preserve the supply of
safe, healthy, affordable homes throughout Rhode Island.
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Read our full 2025 Legislative Wrap-Up

Save the dates


https://homesri.org/our-work/legislative-agenda
https://homesri.org/our-work/legislative-agenda

WEBINAR:

UNDERSTANDING
2025 LAND USE

LEGISLATION
THURS.

A Legal Briefing for ol4
Practitioners 1:00 PM

Join Housing Network of Rhode Island for a 90-
minute webinar with Attorney Joelle Rocha. This
session will offer a comprehensive overview of 10
key land use bills passed during the 2025 Rhode
Island General Assembly session. ;

Register:
Designed for planners, housing "
developers and municipal leaders,
this briefing will break down what
you need to know to stay informed
and ahead.

For questions or to request accomodations, please contact Katie West
at kwest@housingnetworkri.org or 401-721-5680 x 105



https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_BpGIKcSqTqqgzOrYAsziZw

CEI.EBRATNG RINS &
LOOKING [FORRARD

Join Housing Network
and Homes Rl as we
celebrate this year’s

housing wins and look

ahead to what'’s next.

Close out the summer
with good food and
great company!

$25
SUGGESTED
DONATION

Free parking is available on the street or in the two lots associated with Iggy's (pull in to the right, before you
reach the restaurant). The lot at the end of the road, adjacent to the beach, is a paid lot.

What's going on in Rhode Island?

Changes coming to CES

Governor Dan McKee recently announced planned changes to the Coordinated

Entry System (CES), the process used to provide housing and support services
for individuals facing a housing crisis.


https://givebutter.com/SummerSoireeHNRI

As early as October 1st, individuals in Rhode Island seeking shelter placement
will no longer rely on a single statewide hotline (calling CES Help Center) for
shelter access. Instead, Regional Access Points will serve as one-stop walk-in
hubs for shelter referrals, housing problem-solving, and crisis response services.
These Regional Access points have been identified as Community Care Alliance
in Woonsocket, Crossroads Rl in Providence, Newport Mental Health, Open
Doors in Pawtucket, WARM in Westerly, and Sojourner House for those fleeing
domestic violence.

CES, operated by the Coalition to End Homelessness, will still be the lead for
housing referrals and placements in the State, and the Coalition will continue
operating HMIS with no changes outside of the CES for shelter transition.

Read the Governor's press release

CLICK HERE

for our archive of local housing news

2 HOMES R ¢ NG

What's happening with the Feds?



https://governor.ri.gov/press-releases/governor-mckee-and-executive-office-housing-fund-20-million-year-round-shelters?source=email-december-updates&link_id=1&can_id=caa725b70d4ebdff992f4cea3b85ae97&email_referrer=email_2853500&email_subject=august-coalition-updates-upcoming-ces-changes-legislative-forecasting-state-of-homelessness-and-more&

Executive Order policing homelessness

Last month, President Donald Trump released an Executive Order indicating
plans to further crack down on “urban camping” (homeless encampments) and
institutionalize people without a permanent address; making sweeping and
inaccurate generalizations that have long been disproved.

Breaking: Trump begins federal
takeover of DC, orders forced
displacement of unhoused people

Just hours ago, Trump federalized the national
guard and D.C. police and reiterated his plan to
remove homeless people living in D.C. Click here to
read our statement on the anti-homeless order and
watch this morning's Save D.C. rally here. Trump
has stated himself that this authoritarian takeover is
starting in D.C.

Read our statement

How President Trump's executive
order on homelessness could affect
Rhode Island

RI homeless advocates are worried about impacts to
programs that help them house people experiencing
homelessness.

ROAD to Housing Act

The Senate Banking Committee recently passed the ROAD to Housing Act, a bill
that takes some needed federal steps to address the shortage of affordable

housing.

Senator Jack Reed announced that the bill, "while not perfect, would make a
number of important improvements if enacted," and includes three of his
bipartisan bills on housing costs. Among other things, the bill would:

e Create More Housing Options: The Property Improvement and
Manufactured Housing Loan Modernization Act (S. 964) would boost
financing for manufactured housing and accessory dwelling units (ADUSs),
plus allow larger loans for home property improvement.

e Help Families Save for the Future: For families working hard just to get by,
the bipartisan Helping More Families Save Act(S. 970) would help more
families living in federally-assisted housing build their savings and gain


https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/07/ending-crime-and-disorder-on-americas-streets/
https://housingnetworkri.org/new-executive-order-will-harm-not-help-those-experiencing-homelessness/
https://housingnothandcuffs.org/2025/08/11/hnhnews/
https://www.providencejournal.com/story/news/politics/2025/08/14/trumps-executive-order-on-homelessness-will-have-impacts-in-ri/85625123007/
https://it.cwnls.com/?action=link&url=https://www.reed.senate.gov/news/releases/reed-helps-advance-bipartisan-housing-affordability-bill&id=00920000B3AF5BA25CAB4E4985258CD8005BDABA049607510E42A2BD85257EAB0074A29C
https://it.cwnls.com/?action=link&url=https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/964?s=4!it26r=4&id=00920000B3AF5BA25CAB4E4985258CD8005BDABA049607510E42A2BD85257EAB0074A29C
https://it.cwnls.com/?action=link&url=https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/970?s=5!it26r=2&id=00920000B3AF5BA25CAB4E4985258CD8005BDABA049607510E42A2BD85257EAB0074A29C

greater economic self-sufficiency.

¢ Reduce HUD's Red-Tape: The bipartisan Reducing Homelessness Through
Program Reform Act (S. 2234) would make common sense reforms to
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) homeless
assistance programs to improve efficiency, keep HUD programs focused on
keeping people housed, and improve coordination between housing and
health services.

Upcoming Events & Trainings

e Sept. 4 - Join the Housing Network for a 90-minute webinar with Attorney
Joelle Rocha. This session will offer a comprehensive overview of 10 key
land use bills passed during the 2025 General Assembly session. Designed
for planners, housing developers and municipal leaders, this briefing will
break down what you need to know to stay informed and ahead. Register.

e Sept. 11 - In-person training: Navigating a Career in Community
Development. Reqister.

e Sept. 12 - Foster Forward’s 30th Anniversary Gala is planned for the
WaterFire Arts Center. Purchase tickets.

e Sept. 14 - South County Habitat for Humanity is celebrating 35 years with a
Picnic in the Park event. Regqister.

e Sept. 15 - The Rhode Island Coalition to End Homelessness will host its
annual State of Homelessness event, reporting on trends and the
changemakers that affect them. Purchase tickets.

e Sept. 15 - Join the Housing Network and Homes RI as we celebrate this
year’s housing wins and look ahead to what’s next. Close out the summer
with good food and great company. Register.

e Sept. 16 - Join the Rhode Island Coalition to End Homelessness for the
2025 State of Homelessness event at WaterFire Arts Center. Purchase
tickets.

e Sept. 16 - Virtual training opportunity: Health Equity and Community
Development. Register.

e Sept. 16 - National Voter Registration Day.Learn more.

e Sept. 17 - Virtual Capitol Hill Day, hosted by the National Alliance to End
Homelessness. Register.

e Sept. 29 - The Economic Progress Institute’s 14th Annual Policy & Budget
Conference. Purchase tickets.

e Oct. 5-7 - People & Places Conference in Washington, D.C., hosted by the
Community Opportunity Alliance. Register.

e Oct. 9 - Crossroads Rl will host Neighbors Helping Neighbors, a fundraiser
and exclusive first look at the new Summer Street Apartments. Purchase
tickets.

e Oct. 16 - Common Cause Rhode Island’s 2025 Champions of Democracy
Celebration and Annual Meeting. Purchase tickets.



https://it.cwnls.com/?action=link&url=https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/2234?s=1!it26r=3&id=00920000B3AF5BA25CAB4E4985258CD8005BDABA049607510E42A2BD85257EAB0074A29C
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_BpGIKcSqTqqgzOrYAsziZw#/registration
https://www.melkinginstitute.org/event/7197
https://secure.qgiv.com/event/fosterforwardgala30/
https://form.jotform.com/251972991167167
https://rihomeless.org/soh/?blm_aid=596294723#:~:text=Tuesday%2C September 16%2C 2025&text=State of Homelessness is our,together to solve this crisis.
https://givebutter.com/SummerSoireeHNRI
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/ITxAMlx37GsQQt0TZd0Jew?source=email-december-updates&link_id=2&can_id=caa725b70d4ebdff992f4cea3b85ae97&email_referrer=email_2853500&email_subject=august-coalition-updates-upcoming-ces-changes-legislative-forecasting-state-of-homelessness-and-more&
https://www.melkinginstitute.org/event/7651
https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/
https://secure.everyaction.com/dBxVtyuKHkSNSY8Rz9N5Ag2
https://givebutter.com/EPI2025
https://peopleplaces2025.eventscribe.net/
https://fundraise.givesmart.com/form/N44Qiw?vid=1l3vh6
https://act.commoncause.org/ticketed_events/2025-champions-of-democracy-celebration-and-annual-meeting

Resources & Reports

Publication: Assessing Land Use Reform
As the housing crisis continues, tools are needed to keep pace with new
legislative initiatives and other experiments that aim to fix the problem.

Brief: States Can Ensure New Low-Income Housing Resources Get More
Affordable Housing Built

The Low-Income Housing Tax Credit is expected to expand by $16 billion over the
next decade. States must change their policies to ensure the resources are used
to build as many cost-effective houses as possible.
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https://statesforum.org/journal/issue-1/assessing-land-use-reform/
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/states-can-ensure-new-low-income-housing-resources-get-more-affordable-housing?&utm_source=urban_newsletters&utm_id=housing_finance&utm_campaign=HFPC
http://www.housingnetworkri.org
https://www.facebook.com/housingnetworkri/
https://x.com/housingnetwrkri?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/in/housing-network-rhode-island-872341165/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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