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CNHED: Empowering Community-Economic Development 
CNHED, the Coalition for Nonprofit Housing and Economic Development, is dedicated to 
advancing equitable economic solutions for under-resourced communities in the District of 
Columbia. Our comprehensive approach seeks to drive systemic change through community-
guided budget and policy advocacy, data-driven thought leadership, and tailored programs in 
Housing and Homelessness, Workforce Development, and Small and Minority-owned Business 
Growth. Below, you will find more information about our economic development programs 
and initiatives: 

Small Business Ecosystem Enhancement Project: In partnership with Truist, CNHED is 
committed to strengthening Washington, DC's small business ecosystem, with the potential 
for expansion to other cities. As a community catalyst, CNHED collaborates with local 
organizations to streamline resources for small businesses, particularly those in underserved 
communities. Over three years, we will revitalize our small business resource hub and 
improve our Small Business Ecosystem Model, with the aim of replication in other urban 
areas. We also seek to replicate our success in other Truist markets by establishing similar 
community catalysts and nurturing coalitions that bolster small business development.  

DC Community Anchor Partnership (DCAP): The DC Community Anchor Partnership 
(DCAP) unites local anchor institutions, such as hospitals, universities, and utility companies, 
leveraging their purchasing power to bolster DC-based minority-owned business enterprises 
(DC MBEs). DCAP provides a wide range of support for DC MBEs, including facilitating 
opportunities, matching RFPs, offering bid assistance, providing training, and granting access 
to capital. 

Executive Leadership Education Venture Advancing Talented Entrepreneurs 
(ELEVATE): CNHED's Executive Leadership Education Venture Advancing Talented 
Entrepreneurs (ELEVATE) Program offers top-tier training to minority-owned small businesses 
in DC. Through ELEVATE, MBEs gain the skills they need to manage their businesses more 
efficiently, increase revenue, and boost employment. This unique program, in collaboration 
with a university partner, George Washington School of Business (GWSB), features a 3-month 
curriculum led by GWSB faculty. It equips MBEs to compete effectively in private, 
institutional, and government procurement sectors. 

Small Business Support Working Group: We advocate for DC's small business community, 
striving to improve funding, coordination, and the quality of technical assistance. Our goal is 
to enhance access to capital and promote the sustainability of businesses throughout the 
District's neighborhood commercial corridors. 

Economic Development Committee: Our Economic Development Committee champions 
community economic development as a pathway to economic opportunity and self-sufficiency. 

 


