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Alijah Case

From: Alijah Case
Sent: Friday, March 24, 2023 2:20 PM
To: Alijah Case
Subject: Membership Bulletin - March Edition 

From: Melina Lodge  
Sent: Wednesday, April 6, 2022 1:48 PM 
To: Christian Belden <CBelden@cchcnewport.org>; colin@southcountyhabitat.org; Laura Jaworski 
<Laura@thehouseofhopecdc.org>; Joe Garlick <jgarlick@neighborworksbrv.org>; Jennifer Hawkins 
<hawkins@onenb.org>; Sharon Morris <smorris@omnidevelopmentcorp.com>; lweisinger@pcfdevelopment.org; 
zaslow@revolvingfund.org; jlamb@smithhillcdc.org; Carla Destefano <cdestefano@swapinc.org>; Marilyn Carlson 
<mcarlson@swapinc.org>; Bill DiLibero <wdilibero@washingtoncountycdc.org>; Frank Shea <shea@wdchoc.org>; 
Charlotte Thomas - Davison <thomasdavison@wdchoc.org>; Candace Harper <charper@westelmwood.org>; Karen 
Santilli <ksantilli@crossroadsri.org>; mwilcox@crossroadsri.org; Paula McFarland <pmcfarland@pawthousing.org>; 
Diane Mederos <dmederos@ebcdc.org>; Mark Kravatz <kravatz@habitatpvd.org> 
Cc: Katie West <kwest@housingnetworkri.org> 
Subject: RE: Membership Bulletin - March Edition  
 
 

Good afternoon all and happy Spring     
 
At the end of March, HNRI staff shut its doors for the day and participated in a team habitat build day.  Thank you to 
Mark and his team at Habitat for Humanity of Greater Providence for having us and a really enjoyable 
afternoon…hopefully the new homeowners wouldn’t mind our crooked paint lines.  For those of you that might be 
contemplating team building activities, I’d encourage you to consider a build day with either of our Habitat for Humanity 
partners.   
 
Upcoming Events: 

         RIH QAP 2022 Meeting                                                 Tuesday, May 3   11am – noon                    in person @ HNRI 
Offices 
 

 HNRI Annual Meeting is on and in person!           Monday June 13, 2022  5:00pm                 Providence G Rooftop  
                        Awardees: 
                        Francis H. Smith Award:   Albert Valliere (posthumous) 
                        Joseph A. Caffey Award: Sharon Conard-Wells 
                        Friends of the Network: Christine Hunsinger, RI Housing  
                        Housing Innovation Award: 2021 RI General Assembly  

  
Funding Announcements: 

 The Sustainable Communities Innovation Challenge 2022: Advancing Racial Equity in Housing - Fannie Mae is 
pleased to announce the next phase of their Innovation Challenge. It is a $5 million competition to identify 
innovative projects that advance equity in the rental and homebuying experiences, particularly for Black 
households. Fannie Mae will select the most promising projects and execute contracts with public, private, and 
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nonprofit sector organizations, as well as individuals and teams from across the country that are implementing, 
and scaling projects focused on one or more of the following barriers to equity:  
1. insufficient supply of quality affordable housing options for Black renters and aspiring homebuyers who 

have been historically underserved by the housing finance system 

2. insufficient funds for security deposits, down payments, closing costs and reserves 

3. lower credit scores or credit invisibility 

Fannie Mae encourages community-based, minority-led organizations that serve predominately Black 
communities to apply beginning March 28 – May 13. 

 
 Rhode Island Housing currently has a number of RFP’s out.  You can check out their current RFP’s here.   

 
 FirstGenHomeRI is open and accepting applications.  This is a program designed to provide $25,000 to first 

generation homebuyers as a forgivable grant.  This is a pilot program of approx. $1m of RIH’s own funds and 
based on the amount of assistance being offered, will serve 40 households, so please encourage any eligible 
households to apply as soon as possible.  More information can be accessed here.   
 

      Homeownership Assistance Fund has been temporarily suspended due to high demand.   
 
Upcoming Trainings/ Opportunities: 

 Grounded Solutions Network Housing Conference: May 9 -11th, Washington DC  “Policy. Practice. Power. This 
two-day conference will demonstrate how we can continue to make our cities and regions more equitable and 
inclusive through innovative housing policies, thoughtful housing programs and foundational organizing and 
community-led solutions.”  Find out more here. 

 NeighborWorks America NTI: May 23 – 27, Los Angeles CA  Registration is currently open for this event. Register 
here. There will be Covid-19 protocols such as vaccination status, masks, and daily attestation on health 
status.  I have scholarship available that will cover the cost of attending but will not cover travel or lodging.  If 
you are interested in the scholarship, please let me know and I will make it available on a first come first serve 
basis.   

 NDC Rental Housing Development Finance, Part II hosted by LISC: June 23 – 27, Virtual See attached email 
 Mel King Institute:  They recently posted their 2022 calendar of trainings and there are lots of good ones. You 

can check out upcoming offerings here.   Please remember that MACDC has graciously extended their member 
rate to HNRI members so if you sign up, select the member rate when checking out.  

 
In Case You Missed It: 

 RIHousing held a webinar on March 17th to review the Consolidated RFP that was issued on March 
11th.  Powerpoint from that meeting is attached.  

 Most recent LMIH Commission Meeting:   http://ritv.devosvideo.com/show-
videos?g=3e2d975f&p=ed687894&deep=true&page=1&filter=vod 

 Most recent Land Use Commission Meeting: http://ritv.devosvideo.com/show-
videos?g=8810d4d1&p=ed687894&deep=true&page=1&filter=vod 

  
Important Documents and Other Items of Note: 

 Most recent HNRI Board of Director’s report – learn more about what HNRI staff have been up to 
 HNRI’s Legislative Tracker – A digest of the all the bills HNRI is tracking in the General Assembly currently, a 

summary of what they propose to do and what our position is 
 SAVE THE DATE for 2022 Housing Lobby Day:  Thursday, April 28th              2:30 – 4:30 pm                                  RI 

Statehouse  
 
Action Items:  
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 Just a friendly reminder, the HNRI Impact Survey  responses are due by close of business on April 11!  The 
support documents that were sent around as part of the survey monkey link that you all received are attached 
(excel and word attachments) 
 

 Feedback needed: It’s been brought to my attention that there are some challenges with the One Stop 
Application.  It would be most useful if members are experiencing issues or have concerns that you email Anne 
Berman (aberman@rihousing.com) and Dean Harrison (dharrison@rihousing.com) with the specific issue you 
are having.  Please CC me on the email so that I can compile a complete list and follow up accordingly.   

 
Attachments: 

 RIHousing Consolidated Funding RFP Powerpoint 
 Habitat Build Day Picture 
 Email from LISC regarding June training 
 2021 Real Estate Development Survey (Excel), HNRI Economic Impact Survey (Word) 
 HNRI Board of Director’s Report 
 HNRI Legislative Tracker  

  
Going forward: 

 Please feel free to share items with me that you think would be of interest or useful to your fellow members 
that you’d like me to include in the next month’s bulletin. 

 Please let me know if you’d like me to add any of your staff added to the list to receive this monthly bulletin. 
  

Regards and hope you have a great rest of your week 
Melina  
  
  
  
Melina Lodge 
Executive Director 
Housing Network of Rhode Island/ 
Community Housing Land Trust of RI 
1070 Main Street, Suite 304 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 
401.721.5680 ext. 38 
  
 
 
 


