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Alijah Case

From: Alijah Case
Sent: Friday, March 24, 2023 2:20 PM
To: Alijah Case
Subject: Membership Bulletin - February Edition 

From: Melina Lodge <mlodge@housingnetworkri.org>  
Sent: Friday, March 4, 2022 4:21 PM 
To: Christian Belden <CBelden@cchcnewport.org>; colin@southcountyhabitat.org; Laura Jaworski 
<Laura@thehouseofhopecdc.org>; Joe Garlick <jgarlick@neighborworksbrv.org>; Jennifer Hawkins 
<hawkins@onenb.org>; Sharon Morris <smorris@omnidevelopmentcorp.com>; lweisinger@pcfdevelopment.org; 
zaslow@revolvingfund.org; jlamb@smithhillcdc.org; Carla Destefano <cdestefano@swapinc.org>; Marilyn Carlson 
<mcarlson@swapinc.org>; Bill DiLibero <wdilibero@washingtoncountycdc.org>; Frank Shea <shea@wdchoc.org>; 
Charlotte Thomas - Davison <thomasdavison@wdchoc.org>; Candace Harper <charper@westelmwood.org>; Karen 
Santilli <ksantilli@crossroadsri.org>; mwilcox@crossroadsri.org; Paula McFarland <pmcfarland@pawthousing.org>; 
Diane Mederos <dmederos@ebcdc.org>; Mark Kravatz <kravatz@habitatpvd.org> 
Cc: Katie West <kwest@housingnetworkri.org> 
Subject: Membership Bulletin - February Edition  
 

Good afternoon all and Happy Friday      
  
A big thank you to all who were able to attend our Survey Tool training yesterday.  I appreciate everyone’s time and 
feedback, and am excited at the prospect of what we will be able to demonstrate with the collected data.  Please 
remember to provide me with the name and email of the person that should be receiving the survey link,  if you didn’t 
do so in the zoom chat yesterday.  We will aim to have the final version of the survey go out by the end of the week next 
week, along with the word doc version to be used as a data collection tool. The deadline to complete will be sometime 
in the week of April 11thbut I will include a specific date when we send around the final link. 
  
Upcoming Events: 

         HNRI Annual Meeting is on and in person!           Monday June 13, 2022  @ 5:00pm    Providence G Rooftop  
                        Awardees: 
                        Francis H. Smith Award:   Albert Valliere (posthumous) 
                        Joseph A. Caffey Award: Sharon Conard-Wells 
                        Friends of the Network: Christine Hunsinger, RI Housing  
                        Housing Innovation Award: 2021 RI General Assembly  

  
Funding Announcements: 

      Rhode Island Housing currently has RFP’s out for Site Acquisition Program (SAP) and LeadSafe, both of which are 
rolling applications. You can check out their current RFP’s here.  More on funding below under “other items of 
note”. 

 FirstGenHomeRI is open and accepting applications.  This is a program designed to provide $25,000 to first 
generation homebuyers as a forgivable grant.  This is a pilot program of approx. $1m of RIH’s own funds and 
based on the amount of assistance being offered, will serve 40 households, so please encourage any eligible 
households to apply as soon as possible.  More information can be accessed here.   
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      Homeownership Assistance Fund is still open and accepting applications.  This is a program designed to provide 
direct assistance of up to $50,000 per household to COVID impacted homeowners.  More information can be 
accessed here.   

 
Upcoming Trainings/ Opportunities: 

 Grounded Solutions Network Housing Conference: May 9 -11th, Washington DC  “Policy. Practice. Power. This 
two-day conference will demonstrate how we can continue to make our cities and regions more equitable and 
inclusive through innovative housing policies, thoughtful housing programs and foundational organizing and 
community-led solutions.”  Find out more here. 

 Mel King Institute:  They recently posted their 2022 calendar of trainings and there are lots of good ones. You 
can check out upcoming offerings here.   Please remember that MACDC has graciously extended their member 
rate to HNRI members so if you sign up, select the member rate when checking out.  

 
In Case You Missed It: 

 New Hire at HNRI: We are excited to welcome Cristin Langworthy onto the Housing Network of Rhode Island 
and Homes RI team as our Community Engagement and Government Relations Coordinator.  
As the Community Engagement & GR Coordinator, Cristin will be developing and implementing activities that 
will advance the objectives of Our Homes: Our Votes and Homes RI’s broader community engagement and 
organizing efforts. Cristin will also be responsible for leading efforts to conduct voter and civic empowerment 
and capacity building among our coalition and membership.  In the coming months, Cristin will begin doing some 
outreach to each member related to these activities so stay tuned.  Her email address is 
clangworthy@housingnetworkri.org if you want to connect with her in advance.   

 Rent Relief RI Survey:  As part of our NLIHC ERASE grant, the Housing Network of RI is conducting a short survey 
to better understand what community partners are aware of when it comes to Rent Relief RI. Responses will 
help inform ongoing outreach and engagement efforts to make the program more accessible to eligible Rhode 
Islanders and will be shared with staff from RI Housing. Individual identifying information / organizational 
information that is disclosed will be kept confidential and will not be shared publicly.  If you are interested 
in participating in this survey, please complete it by Thursday, March 10 at 12pm. If you have any questions, 
please email Rachel at rflaherty@housingnetworkri.org.  As an incentive to complete this survey, HNRI will 
randomly select a winner to receive a $250 Amazon gift card for your organization. Individuals and 
organizations who have already participated in an earlier version of this survey will automatically be entered 
into this raffle. 

  Understanding Evictions Interviews: As part of our NLIHC ERASE grant, the Housing Network of RI will be 
conducting 1:1 interviews with members to better understand the eviction process as it relates to your 
organization and to get feedback on the barriers and opportunities that exist in your experience.  Rachel 
Flaherty will be reaching out in the coming weeks to schedule some time with each of you so please be on the 
lookout.   

 NLIHC Award Nomination:   I wanted to share this blog post from NLIHC in recognition of our nomination to 
receive a 2021 Organizing Award from them.  You can read more about it here.  

 Most recent LMIH Commission Meeting:   http://ritv.devosvideo.com/show-
videos?g=3e2d975f&p=ed687894&deep=true&page=1&filter=vod 

 Most recent Land Use Commission Meeting: http://ritv.devosvideo.com/show-
videos?g=8810d4d1&p=ed687894&deep=true&page=1&filter=vod 

  
Important Documents and Other Items of Note: 

 Release of funding: I’ve been told that on March 8th a comprehensive funding RFP will go out which will make 
available the remaining BHRI funds, Housing Production Funds (perm funding stream approved in FY21), Recover 
RI funding (initial ARPA investment by Gov., which included $12m for SAP and $15m for development) and 
Capital Magnet Funds.  At some point, once an MOU between OCHD and RIH can be codified, there will also be 
predevelopment resources available as grants but given timing, that will come out separately.  I will follow up 
with Mike Tondra to see what can be done to expedite signing the MOU.  
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 Rent Relief RI:  As many of you know, HNRI has provided staffing support for the Rent Relief RI program for the 
last eleven months.  We currently have 5 full time staff processing applications for tenants who are facing active 
eviction.  I just wanted to share some of the data highlights related to HNRI processed cases: 

o In December 2021, January and February 2022, HNRI processed and approved applications for 
410 households consisting of 336 children and 644 adults.  

o Average household AMI for those applications = 21% 
o Approved applications totaled $1,226,807.35 in past due rent covering 1,348 months of rent 
o Approved applications totaled $1,198,724.34 in current and forward facing rent covering 1,079 

months of rent. 
o Utility assistance totaled $209,454.86 
o Security Deposit assistance totaled $27,824 
o Homes were located in: Barrington (1); Bristol (3); Burrillville (4); Central Falls (28); Coventry (1); 

Cranston (14); Cumberland (10); East Providence (13); Johnston (6); Lincoln (3); Little Compton 
(1);  
Middletown (2); Narragansett (1); Newport (15); North Kingstown (1); North Providence (15); 
North Smithfield (1); Pawtucket (63); Portsmouth (1); Providence (135); Scituate (3); Smithfield 
(1); South Kingstown (2); Tiverton (5); Warren (2); Warwick (8); Westerly (6); West Warwick 
(11); Woonsocket (53) 

 Pipeline Report: Thank you to all who completed our very brief “development pipeline” google survey to help 
demonstrate that if the State invested more ARPA funds into housing, we can spend them.  Overall, I think we 
accomplished the immediate goal and I’ve attached the resulting one pager.  Please feel free to use this 
document in your own advocacy efforts. 

 LMIH Recommendations:  HNRI submitted its final recommendations to the Low Moderate Housing Commission 
for consideration.  I have attached them to this bulletin in addition to the recommendations submitted by RI 
Housing. 

 
Action Items:  

 The Housing Committee on Finance will hold an hearing on Wednesday, March 9, 2022 in-person at the State 
House, Room 35 at 4:00 PM on the Governor's proposed FY23 Budget H7123, including the ARPA proposals in 
Article 1 Section 16 on proposed $250 million in housing investments.  Your testimony and support will be 
crucial to securing the necessary budget priorities this legislative session to address the State’s urgent housing 
needs by increasing and preserving the supply of safe, healthy, and affordable homes throughout Rhode 
Island!  We can share a template testimony draft if it’s helpful to folks but am confident that you all can speak to 
the need and impact much more personally than I can.  I have attached a more detailed Legislative Alert email to 
this bulletin.   

 As you are aware, RI has already approved several million to be spent on much-needed development and 
preservation of affordable homes (as part of the $29M “down payment” that is part of the proposed $250 
million package). To get the most “bang for our buck” the funds should really be combined with Low Income 
Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC) which is the primary funding source for creating most affordable housing in the U.S. 
Guidance from the U.S. Treasury on the use of the ARPA SFRF makes the combination with LIHTC very difficult 
because of how the SFR funds are treated in the rule (as federal grants) and the expenditure timeline of 
12/31/26.   
What We Are Asking You to Do  Please take five minutes of your day to contact our Senators (especially Senator 
Reed) and your Representative, and ask them to advocate for changes in the Omnibus Appropriations bill that 
lift restrictions on ARPA State and Local Fiscal recovery funds so they can be leveraged with low income housing 
tax credits. Call Script Here  

 
Attachments: 

        Legislative Alert Email 
 HNRI Pipeline Report 
 HNRI LMIH Recommendations  
 RIH LMIH Recommendations  
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Going forward: 

 Please feel free to share items with me that you think would be of interest or useful to your fellow members 
that you’d like me to include in the next month’s bulletin. 

 Please let me know if you’d like me to add any of your staff added to the list to receive this monthly bulletin. 
  

Regards and have a wonderful weekend. 
Melina  
  
  
  
Melina Lodge 
Executive Director 
Housing Network of Rhode Island/ 
Community Housing Land Trust of RI 
1070 Main Street, Suite 304 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 
401.721.5680 ext. 38 
  
 
 
 


