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Alijah Case

From: Alijah Case
Sent: Friday, March 24, 2023 2:22 PM
To: Alijah Case
Subject: Membership Bulletin - December Edition 

 

From: Melina Lodge  
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 9:58 AM 
To: Christian Belden <CBelden@cchcnewport.org>; colin@southcountyhabitat.org; Laura Jaworski 
<Laura@thehouseofhopecdc.org>; Joe Garlick <jgarlick@neighborworksbrv.org>; Jennifer Hawkins 
<hawkins@onenb.org>; Sharon Morris <smorris@omnidevelopmentcorp.com>; lweisinger@pcfdevelopment.org; 
zaslow@revolvingfund.org; jlamb@smithhillcdc.org; Carla DeStefano <cdestefano@swapinc.org>; Marilyn Carlson 
<mcarlson@swapinc.org>; Bill DiLibero <wdilibero@washingtoncountycdc.org>; Frank Shea <shea@wdchoc.org>; 
Charlotte Thomas - Davison <thomasdavison@wdchoc.org>; Candace Harper <charper@westelmwood.org>; Karen 
Santilli <ksantilli@crossroadsri.org>; mwilcox@crossroadsri.org; Paula McFarland <pmcfarland@pawthousing.org>; 
Diane Mederos <dmederos@ebcdc.org>; Mark Kravatz <kravatz@habitatpvd.org> 
Subject: Membership Bulletin - December Edition  
 
Good morning all 
 

Hope everyone had a wonderful holiday and Happy New Year’s!    
 
HNRI staff decided to celebrate the holidays this year with a team potluck and a friendly Gingerbread House 
competition.  As you can see from the attached photo collection, apparently we are slightly competitive bunch….. I really 
appreciated #2’s commitment to our mission by increasing the density of their gingerbread development and #1’s not so 
subtle nod to the fact that we all probably need a tropical vacation at this point.  
 
Upcoming Events: 

 HNRI Membership Committee: January 19, 2022 @ 10:30 am via ZOOM 
 HNRI Membership Meeting: February 22, 2022  @ 9:30 am  (in person vs ZOOM TBD)  - HNRI has been working 

on developing a tool to conduct an in-depth and multi-facetted impact survey to complete with its 
membership.  The information collected from the survey would be used to inform collateral material that HNRI 
(and members) could share to speak about the collective impact of the membership and elevate the importance 
of the work being done.  We will use this Membership Meeting to provide a training to members on how to use 
the survey tool, provide information around what’s needed to complete the survey and answer any questions 
folks have.  I will send out a meeting invite separately.  
 

Funding Announcements: 
 Rhode Island Housing currently has RFP’s out for HOME/HTF (due 1/14), Bridging the Digital Divide (due 1/26), 

LeadSafe (rolling), and HUD 811 Project Rental Assistance (rolling) . You can check out their current RFP’s here. 
 Home Depot Foundation: Veteran Housing Grants Program: The Home Depot Foundation's Veteran Housing 

Grants Program awards funding to nonprofit organizations throughout the United States and Puerto Rico for the 
new construction or rehabilitation of permanent supportive housing for veterans. Grants ranging from $100,000 
to $500,000 are available for the physical construction or repair of housing for veterans; the grant amount must 
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comprise less than 50% of the total development cost of the project. Rural areas will be considered; however, 
high priority will be given to large metropolitan areas that have a dense veteran population. Nonprofit 
organizations that have been in existence at least five years and have a current operating budget of at least 
$300,000 are eligible to apply. Requests are reviewed three times per year; the upcoming application deadlines 
are December 17, 2021, and March 25 and July 8, 2022.  

 State Farm Neighborhood Assist®:  The Neighborhood Assist grant program aims to help identify key issues 
faced by citizens throughout the United States. Whether it’s a literacy initiative, social injustice efforts or a food 
program for low-income students, you or someone you know could be the catalyst for positive change in your 
community.  As part of State Farm’s 100th anniversary celebration this year, Neighborhood Assist is accepting 
more submissions, awarding more grants and spreading good to more communities. This year, the program will 
award 100 - $25,000 grants to nonprofit organizations to help fund neighborhood improvement projects. 
Additionally, we’re doubling the number of accepted cause submissions to 4,000 (twice as many as in the 
past).  The submission phase opens on February 16 at 1 p.m. ET on State Farm Neighborhood Assist® 2022 and 
closes once they receive 4,00 applications.   

 Homeownership Assistance Fund is open and accepting applications.  This is a program designed to provide 
direct assistance of up to $50,000 per household to COVID impacted homeowners.  More information can be 
accessed here.   

 
Upcoming Trainings/ Opportunities: 

 NDC Training:  First session of this training will be held January 31st – February 3rd and February 7th – February 
10thin half day virtual sessions.  HNRI had been coordinating with RIH on getting this training stood up but going 
forward, RIH has transferred their organizing role to LISC-RI.  Please make sure you are sharing these dates with 
the staff that you all submitted as participants to me at the end of 2020 so that folks will be available.  If you 
don’t remember who you submitted, please shoot me a quick message and I’m happy to tell you who is 
registered.  LISC-RI will be sending out additional information shortly.  

 NeighborWorks America: Winter Virtual Training Institute 2022   February 7- 11th.  You can find out more about 
the trainings being offered here.  I’m chasing down the State to provide me some funds so we can offer 
scholarships to members to attend so I’ll keep everyone posted on that front. 

 
In Case You Missed It: 

 None to report 
 

Important Documents and Other Items of Note: 
 HOME ARP Plan was submitted for HUD approval on 12/22/21 and can be found here.   
 RIH will be administering the permanent funding stream that was created in FY22 budget and will be known as 

the Housing Production Fund.  The additional conveyance tax that became effective 1/1/22 is being used to fund 
this line item going forward but was seeded with $25 million in State funds.  The program bulletins are being 
designed now so haven’t been made public yet but I’ve been able to have some informal discussions about 
what’s in on the table and here’s where it stands currently:  $10m made available for housing production and 
preservation at 80% AMI and below; $10m made available for development, operating subsidy and rental 
subsidy (any one of or combination of) specifically for Extremely Low Income (ELI) households; and $5m for 
capacity building and technical assistance for municipalities and developers.  Our advocacy efforts around the 
importance of Asset Management and RSC’s as an Asset Management tool have not gone unnoticed and RIH 
plans to earmark some of the capacity funds to provide developments with a 5 years of guaranteed funding to 
bring on and retain Resident Service Coordinators in their developments to work with ELI tenants. 

 A second round of BHRI funding is anticipated to be released via RFP in late February.  The remaining $19m of 
the 2021 Bond will be available as well as up to $15m from the Governor’s Recover RI plan. 

 The Housing Network of RI website is finally live (www.housingnetworkri.org)!!  There are still edits needed so it 
remains a work in progress but we really wanted to roll out the new design/ layout in 2021.  Aside from edits, 
we anticipate there will be additional build out in 2022.  Please check out the Membership page to see how your 
organization is represented and email our Communications Specialist, Daria Montaquila 
(dmontaquila@housingnetworkri.org) with any edits that are needed.  
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Action Items:  
 The historic $150 billion federal investment in affordable housing and community development funds in the 

Build Back Better Act are at risk of being cut out of the package. It is important our delegation hear from our 
network that housing investments in rental assistance, public housing and the Housing Trust Fund remain a 
priority. Contact your members of Congress today and ask them to prioritize housing and to speak with their 
Chamber’s leadership to ensure that these investments remain part of the Build Back Better Act. 

 
Attachments: 

 Pics of our awesome Gingerbread Houses 
 Director’s Report from 1/4/22 Board Meeting 

 
Going forward: 

 Please feel free to share items with me that you think would be of interest or useful to your fellow members 
that you’d like me to include in the next month’s bulletin. 

 Please let me know if you’d like me to add any of your staff added to the list to receive this monthly bulletin. 
 

Regards 
Melina  
 
 
 
Melina Lodge 
Executive Director 
Housing Network of Rhode Island/ 
Community Housing Land Trust of RI 
1070 Main Street, Suite 304 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 
401.721.5680 ext. 38 
 


